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Target group: Children of early age and their families 

Objectives: To raise awareness of parents, most notably mothers, on importance of 

encouraging reading and writing skills during school period but also later during whole life. 

To appeal broader public to create positive surroundings for encouraging reading and 

literacy from the earliest age in families as well in society in general. 

 

Abstract: „Books for Babies“ aims to decrease the risk factors of early literacy in the pre-

school years by raising parental awareness of the importance of children’s early experiences 

with picture books. This book-gifting programme is framed by studies which have shown 

that children who have early experiences with picture books have better results during later 

school years. Program started in 1999 in cooperation between public libraries in Koprivnica-

Krizevci county and the County Hospital. The public library prepares packages with picture-

books and leaflets about importance of early reading and deliver them to local hospital. 

Pediatricians talk about importance of early literacy on ante-natal classes. Impacts of this 

program has shown increasing of babies and toddlers in library membership as well as 

recognizing the importance of  positive surroundings for encouraging reading and literacy 

from the earliest age in families as well in society in general.   

 



 

Results: 

 From 1999 up to the end of 2014 there have been 11.871 families involved into the 

program, 3,34% newborns have become library members just in Public Library “Fran 

Galovic“ Koprivnica. 

Program “Books for Babies” received good response among general public, parents of 

little children are visiting library more and more. There they can find a lot of manuals, 

picture books and toys for babies and librarians are still developing all necessities for that 

population to become regular user of library.  

At the requests of many parents with children up to three years old, Library has been 

starting program Storytelling for babies and children up to the age of three in 2008.  

Since March of 2012 Public library “Fran Galović” Koprivnica published manual 

“Igrajmo se! Čitaj mi!: Priče, igre i pjesmice za bebe i malu djecu: Preporuke roditeljima za 

poticanje rane pismenosti!” (Let’s play! Read to me!: Stories, games and songs for babies 

and small children: Recommendations to parents for encouraging early literacy). Manual was 

created based on Storytelling for babies and children up to the age of three with the 

objective to provide a concept for stimulating pre-reading skills from the very birth and to 

promote library’s activities on early literacy to more parents. 

 

Promoting video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=agjTSh5dPFw 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=agjTSh5dPFw

