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HOW TO BECOME FRIENDS WITH BOOKS

Library programs and activities

to motivate children to read
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INTRODUCTION 

Public libraries with their collections, projects and programs attempt to satisfy the whole range of specific needs of users. Libraries aim to promote knowledge through reading skills and literacy of the local community. Children and teenagers are target groups of efforts made by our «Fran Galović» Public library. Many of the Library programs and activities encourage public to develop interest and love for books.

This is the programs and activities of the Children’s Department of Koprivnica public library, designed to stimulate and motivate reading skills and abilities. They target the age 0-15 population.

PROGRAMS AND ACTIVITIES

Program: «BOOKS FOR BABIES»
Target group:  Parents and newborns

Aim: Promote importance of early literacy, as the first step in life-long learning process. 

Performance:  Every newborn baby at the local hospital is donated with his or her first picture book; mothers are given educational materials on importance of early literacy; (one-year free membership card and promotional material tucked in a nice little linen bag); this program is sponsored by the local government and provided by both the Library and the town hospital.  

Result: Parents, especially mothers, are informed on importance of preschool influences on development of reading and writing skills of their children.

This program is provided since 1998.  Last year along, the program added 1081 newborns the future members of the Library.

Program: STORYTELLING PROGRAM FOR CHILDREN
Target group: Babies and toddlers (Age 0-3) 

Aim: Promote importance of early literacy, as the first step in life-long learning process.

Performance: Story-telling for toddlers up to age 3 has been an ongoing library program since October, 2008 providing counseling to parents on quality time with children. This is an opportunity to swap stories and experiences among the parents, and for their children to meet and play with their peers. The program highlights a systematic approach to early education, aimed both at parents and children at the same time. The program is run by professionals – teachers, educators, experts in certain fields and librarians.  Parents themselves suggest topics and areas of discussion. Librarians provide a list of suggested reading for certain topics and picture books for kids. Story-telling playhouse is on every third Saturday of a month.

Results:  in 2010 we had 537 visitors, babies’ participants with their respective parents, small children, grandmas and grandpas.
Program: «STORY-TELLING HOURS»
Target group: Preschoolers (Age 4-6)
Aim: to develope interest for books and reading in preschool population.

Performance: Twice a week, a group of preschoolers comes to the Library, for story-telling sessions, discussion and playing together. After kids are told a story (carefully selected for their age), they are encouraged to discuss it; afterwards, they are invited to pick their favorite toy or game to play. This program is our oldest one, with a 20 year-long tradition.

Result: Children develop a habit of regular visits to the Library, find their way around the Library themselves; their ability of independent choice of picture books is developed.

STATISTICS FOR YEAR 2010: - 75 «Story-telling hours» and 862 visitors/participants.
Program: «COMPUTER WORKSHOPS»

Target group: Preschoolers and Primary school children
Aim:  Enhancing Computer/IT literacy
Performance:  Participate in computer workshop   (dubbed «the Mouse») for preschool kids;

play games from CD-ROMs; discover the new or the unexpected; learn unfamiliar definitions; develop fantasy and imagination;

personal librarian – elementary Information & Computer/Internet training (registration required)
· how to define topics and area of science it covers
· how to determine key words
· how to browse e-catalog, searching by category (author, title, topic)

· what is signature?

· how to find a book on shelf
· how to find information in encyclopedias, lexicons, etc.

· how to use a search engine
· evaluation of web-found data
· browsing through digitized database
Result: Enhanced Computer/IT literacy among children and teenagers.

Kids are intrigued and stimulated to discover the magic of computers and to develop basic skills required in further schooling.

STATISTICS FOR 2010: 8111 visits
Program: «WANT TO KNOW, BUT AFFRAID TO ASK?»
Target group: Teenagers (Age 13-15)

Aim: Stimulating and keeping reading habits of teenagers.
Performance: Provide interesting books on teenage problems, which in turn stimulates them to read more; enhance and keep reading habits; teenagers can leave a message on the Library special board to others, exchange ideas, recommend some good movies, songs, books or comics; they are also invited to become a «library friend» and active participants in creating library services, by placing their feedback (ideas, suggestions, remarks) into a «wish box», thus helping out the Department and the Library.

Result: Communication with teenagers has been established and further development of the library services has been adjusted to their real needs and wishes. 

Program: «WE READ WITH YOU - HOW TO RECOGNIZE READING DIFFICULTIES»

Target group: Children with dyslexia, their parents and teachers
Aim: Raise sensitivity of the local community to reading problem of this population; ways on helping these children.
Performance:  Creating a book corner with:

· a collection of handbooks in which in the learning mechanism of reading and writing is explained in an easy and understandable way;

- a choice of picture books with short texts and big letters;

· information leaflets for children on how their reading abilities can be improved with the help of their friends, parents and librarians;

· computer programs for spelling and counting;

· list of web pages on the subject.
Result: Bringing closer books and reading to children with dyslexia.

This program has started in November 2002. Last year we prepared a lecture and workshop for parents and teachers «Unusual plays with usual materials – How through play prepare child for reading and writing».

Program: «LET`S LEARN ABOUT OTHER CULTURES»
Target group: Roma population and other children
Aim:  Promote multicultural values of Roma population

Performance: A group of Roma and other children, under a professional supervision, learn about the Roma culture and language, listen to their ethnic music, stories told in both Roma and Croat languages alike; the workshop is aimed at children mixing and making friends; Roma Children are offered an opportunity to read on their own language; non-Roma children have a rare opportunity to learn something about this unique language.

Result: Meeting and learning of Roma population cultural values

STATISTICS: 

2003. workshop «Jump into the train for colorful world» has been held with 15 participants;

2004. workshop «Mirikle-pearls» - 11 participants;

2005. workshop «Let's learn about other cultures» - 20 participants.

2006. workshop, in celebration of the World Roma Day «Children’s rights» - 16 visits
2008. workshop «Let’s get to know the Library» in collaboration with Blaž Mađer Elementary School from Novigrad Podravski – Branch School Plavšinac – 18 visits
2009. workshop in celebration of the World Roma Day - 26 visits
2010. literary soiree with authors Ana Đokić and Dilana Bernobić- book promotion of bilingual picture book (in Croatian and Roma languages) „Run, Giza! Run! The third leg for Uncle Agim / Prasta, Giza! Prasta! : trito prno vas e tezako Agimeske“– 55 visits
Other Programs:

· «Quiz of knowledge» for senior grade students of Croatian elementary schools: Aim is to develop skills of information source finding.

· «Art workshops» in cooperation with Society for blind and visual impaired people. Aim is to include blind and visually impaired children in Library.

· «That's how it used to be» is a program for preschoolers and older citizens. Aim is to introduce children with past of their great-grandfathers and great-grandmothers.
CONCLUSION

The Library’s Children department provides the access to knowledge, information and contents in culture, education and life-long learning, satisfying the children needs for play and entertainment. This is how the Library, as the focal point of children computer/IT literacy, has become a comfortable and cozy place to visit and to learn.
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